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Unofficial web
sites available
to help visitors
plan vacations

H‘.' EILEEN McHAMARA
O the STAR Sinf

Ithough the Puerts Hieo Toursm Company

will mot launch itz interactive welb ite until

nexlt month, polential visitors to the sland

will have no lack of resourees online to plan
their trip

The Tourism Company will be throwing its hat into
the ring by launching an interactive, $200,000 web site
(hitp:i'wew priourism.comy on Dec. 15, which offers
electronic postcards and virtual tours.

But there already are many unofficial sites offering
pictures, information on tourist attractions, electronic
postcards, recipes and other sights and sounds of Puer-
te Hico.

One  such site i Escape fo  Puerto  Rico
(hitpfescapetopuertorico.com), operated by an orga-
nization known as, logically, Escape to Pucrio Rico

The Escape page offers Puerio Rico E-cards, an ¢lege-
tronic posteand site thal allows users to send piclunes
of different Puerto Rico sights and altractions, along
with a briefl message, to friends via e-mail

Ezcapa alzo challenges uiers to the Coduai Gz, with
multiple cholee questions regarding the history of Puer-
to Rico

A very complete listing of hotels, along with photos
of some properties, is avallable at Where to Stay in
Fuerio Rico
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Tourstz looking for the best food on the lsland can
consult Paierto Hieo Let's [Hme
{httpetwwewe letsdine. com), which lists restaurants and
mezones goetromdmicoz, which carry the Tourism Com-
pany seal of approval I they wast to work off all
those rich meals, they can go on the Puerto Rice
Dance Tour (httpufeww, puertoricod ancetour comi

The Puerto HRico Hotel and Tourism Aszseciation
(hitp:\www. prhta.org), is online and offers an A-to-&
listing of its members and includes nearly 30 links to
hotels, paradores, restaurants, tour operator. car rental
companies and other related sites

The Puerio Hico Convention Bureau has information
for mecting planners at its page (woewdiscoverpuer-
torico, com'prek),

On top of that, more and more hodels are going
ofline, and the airlinez and trave] serdees have bsen
online for the last few years

Puerto Rico Internet Corp. (hitpdlgia gulierres com)
sponsors a tourlsm page (www, turismopr.com), although
it hopes o guide tourisis mostly through its search
engine, Wepa'. Wepa! thitp2fowore. wepa.com) [ocuses on
finding =ites originating from and related v Poerio
Rico.

“Every hotel [and tourist aitraction] will eventually
have a web page, and it will be easier for us to pro-
vide links te it Mrom Wepa!," said Carlos Gutiérrez, of
Puerto Rico Internet Corp

Gutitmmez said roughly 90 percent of island hotels
are on the Web, either themselves or through parent
COmMPanies,

Travel planning on the Web has been bhig business,
ot only for hotels, but for vifual agents such as Trav-
clocily  (hitpciwww trivelocity.com)  and  Microsolt's
Expedia (httpwaw expediacom) Expedia has report-
ed 212 million in profils for the month of January,
and Travelocity has reported up to 53 million per wiek
for the same month.

It is expected that the travel industry will account
for 35 percent of online sales by the year 2002, accord.
ing Datamonitor. making it the single largest calego-
rv of products sold over the Intermet in the next cen-
tury.

There also are many web sites related o the islapd
that are not sponsoned by hotel, government, Industry
or others looking to do business, Some pages promele
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Puerta Ried @5 a labor of love

One such site, Weleome to Puerto Rieo, is by Mo
aly Rivera, who began her web page (hitp:iwel-
comelopuertoricoorg) as a geography class project in
1995 at the University of Puero Rico in Ponce. Born
in Rio Piedras and with family now in Coamo, Hivera,
2. lives in Illinois and works as a web developer.

The page offers tourist information, pholographs and
a profile on all T8 municipalities — and even Mons
Islind that offers information on where to stay, eat,
see and da,

Weleomse also bas recipes, history amd culture relat-

ing to the island.

When she began the page in 1995, Rivera said the
only site with information on Puerte Hico that she
found was one Hewlett-Packard has for its local facil-
ities. Even though she already has received her A lor
the class projeet, Rivern said she has other motiva-
tions for keeping it going

T would say [my molivation iz] the people who send
messages telling me to keep it up, and the joy that it
caused, and knowing that I have created something
that no other organizations or individuals have been
able to create,” Hivera sal
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